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From the President- 
 
 Welcome to 2004!  January is almost behind us!  In just 4 short 
months the second Dallas Koi Kichi Group Koi Show will be here.  
We are once again taking advantage of the generosity of the 
Asian Chamber of Commerce, and will be a part of the Asian Fes-
tival. This year's show will have more classes, sizes and awards 
than last year. We will also be extending invitations to other clubs 
to participate. 
 
There are numerous tasks that need to be completed in prepara-
tion for the show as well as for the show itself. Please plan on at-
tending our meeting in January to learn more about the progress 
we have made to date. There will be some exciting announce-
ments. Randy Bryant, 2004 Show Chairman, will let us know 
about the committee chairs and where we need your help. 
 
On another note...I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Kathryn Barton for stepping into the Vice President - Education 
opening left by Steve Childers' departure.  Thank you also to Ben 
Soedjono for taking over as our club Secretary.  Thank you both 
for giving of your time in these roles. 
 
See you at the February meeting! 
 

 - Jennifer  
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January Meeting Highlights  

Sunday, January 4, 2003, at the home and pondside 
of Tom & Carol McWhirter, Dallas, TX. 

 
 1) President’s call for Change of Officers: Due to 
Steve Childers moving out of town, VP of Education 
position became vacant. Kathryn Barton volunteered 
to be Steve’s replacement. To fill in her position as 
Secretary, Ben Soedjono stepped up to assume that 
role.  
 
2) Kathryn Barton’s report as VP of Education: Ray 
Jordan now retired, is willing to give seminars. Has 
offered to come to February meeting to discuss put-
ting on a Koi Show. 
 
Kathryn wants suggestions on any topics we want to 
cover for education 

 3) Randy Bryant, 2004 Show Chair, discussed hav-
ing koi show committee meetings separate from gen-
eral meetings. 
 
Judge selection: will try to have different judges every 
year, with the Christensens this year. 
 
Committee chairs were noted: Setup and teardown: 
David Jones, Vendors: Kathryn Barton, Judges and 
Water Quality: Jennifer Walker, Food at the show-
ground: Sandi Soedjono, Banquet: Cindy Bryant. 
 
 4) Web site should be up next month 
 
 5) Items from Eastern Nishkigoi brought back by 
Cindy & Randy Bryant 
 
6) Carol & Tom McWhirter’s showed slides and video 
of their koi buying trip to Japan.  

By Ben Soedjono 

 

 SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE: 
 
 Burt handed out Spikes KHA Program Report.  
Most goals were completed; still need to get the 
Hawaii lab firmed up and get expenses submitted.  
He has chosen tentative dates and places for the 
KHA labs. The first lab will be in Dallas on March 
27-28; next one in Orange County on April 17-18; 
and the last one in North Carolina on May 22-23; 
One goal for next month will be to get the remain-
ing certifications sent out and follow the approved 
for KHV latency testing. 
 

 HAWAII AKCA SEMINAR: 
 
 Don’t miss out on a super time filled with Koi infor-
mation, koi friends and also the opportunity to 
have that HAWAIIAN VACATION you always 
dreamed about.  If you are even considering going 
to the 2004 AKCA seminar in Hawaii you can com-
bine it with that special VACATION you always 

AKCA Report - November 2003 

By Kenneth Wong, AKCA Representative 

Underwater cameras 
www.intellicamusa.com 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  5  Page 3 

planned.  For special packages of reduced flight 
costs combined with a custom vacation package 
of your choice to one or more of the other islands 
you need to contact Maureen Hansen ASAP to 
see what kind of Pleasant Hawaiian Holidays of-
fers some special rates and very flexible vacation 
packages.  But to make sure we can secure 
these special package rates she needs to have 
some idea of how many people are planning on 
availing themselves of these packages for next 
year. 
Contact Maureen Hansen at (619) 440-3930 or 
e-mail at Aliasgeo9@aol.com 
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American Koi Idol  

 When Steve and Cheryl Childers hosted our club 
meeting, Steve was the presenter for the wet lab. 
I introduced Steve as the “American Koi Idol” be-
cause he was doing so much for spreading 
knowledge on koi keeping, and because the Chil-
ders home is so near to Burleson, the hometown 
of the first American Idol: Kelly Clarkson. That 
was a joke that Steve liked. But after someone on 
the NI (Nishkigoi International magazine) mes-
sage board called him “the Great American Sen-
sei”, perhaps there is some truth to my joke. Alas, 
Steve and Cheryl just left us to reside in Wiscon-
sin, so let’s explore why Steve earned the title, 
and why we were so lucky to have Steve and 
Cheryl help our club and so many members get 
started properly in this hobby. 
 
 Steve may be best known internationally for con-
tributing his knowledge and insightful views on 
the NI and the KoiVet boards. On those boards, 
Steve can sound intimidating, with his unrelenting 
pursuit of scientific cor-
rectness in arriving at koi 
knowledge. He is like an 
intellectual warrior that 
will not accept mislead-
ing conclusions. At the 
same time, Steve seems 
to ignore spell checkers! 
At least, you can always 
tell Steve’s postings. In 
contrast to his message 
board persona, in per-
son, Steve shares his 
knowledge readily and 
kindly with club mem-
bers, as well as with 
other clubs. I guess it’s 
harder to be personable 
on message boards; on 
the phone or face-to-face, Steve can elaborate 
more. 
 
  Steve explained to me that there are three ma-
jor branches of knowledge that support koi keep-
ing: engineering, biology and aesthetics. Engi-
neering is important for understanding pond con-
struction and equipment (including microscopes); 

By Ben Soedjono  
biology is important for understanding koi health and 
breeding; and aesthetics is important for judging and 
selecting koi. To master koi keeping, you have to mas-
ter all three branches. Though Steve was recently cer-
tified as an AKCA judge, his own favorite branch is en-
gineering, especially pond design (Steve took engi-
neering and architecture courses as an undergraduate, 
but ended up in transportation and logistics, with a ca-
reer in warehouse management). Even without a back-
ground in biology, his knowledge in koi health is sub-
stantial. He learned it from reading books and board 
postings, and from others in the koi world who are ex-
perts in biology (e.g. James Reilly). 
 
 Steve has been extremely generous with his time in 
helping club members who are willing to learn. He 
helped Dan and Gene, Gary and Jane build their new 
pond, helped Tom and Jennifer rebuild their filter, 
Kathryn and KB treat their fish, helped Cindy and 
Randy, Sandi and me correct our bead filtration and 
install UV light or pond heater, helped Jeff and Vicky 

plan their pond, never once 
asking for compensation. 
Steve and Cheryl even 
gave fish to the members 
nearest to them to start 
their new ponds with large 
koi (you should have seen 
the amazed faces, some 
with tears of joy). 
 
 Actually, he was always 
there when there was a 
health problem with our koi. 
Steve didn’t just diagnose 
and treat the sick koi, he 
showed us how to catch 
them, scrape them, anes-
thetize them, use the micro-
scope, use measuring tools, 

inject them, etc. He did all this while teaching us, so we 
could help ourselves – and teach others in the future. 
 
 One great innovation Steve introduced as VP of Edu-
cation, was to always have a “lessons learned” session 
at our monthly meetings. Every month, we shared our 
experiences and avoided the costly mistakes of others.  
         - continued on page  6  


